Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 13th January 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Pearse McGeough, Mary Kavanagh, Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny, Fintan Malone.


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager.





Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Bernie Woods, Head of Finance

-------------------------------

MINUTE 03/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 9th December 2009 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Padraig McKenny, seconded by Cllr. Michael Farrelly.
Matters Arising

Cllr. McKenny sought an update on Ardee Castle Project.  Joe McGuinness suggested that this be put on the February agenda for full discussion.
MINUTE 04/10
Establishment of Joint Policing Committees
Joe McGuinness outlined the structure and function of the proposed Joint Policing Committee (JPC) and informed member of a briefing session to take place 28th January 2010.  It was agreed to establish the JPC as recommended on the proposal of Cllr. McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly.
A discussion followed during which it was decided to appoint the committee chair from Ardee Town Council.  Cllr. Mc Kenny was proposed for the position of chair on the proposal of Cllr. Farrelly, all agreed. 
MINUTE 05/10
Notice of Motion
3.1 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that private hedge cutting contractors operating on public roads should be subjected to the same Health & Safety standards as that of the Public Service.”

Paul Gallagher advised members that private contractors are subject to the same regulations as Local Authorities.
3.2 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that the traffic and free parking initiative taken by the Louth County Manager during the Christmas period within the town of Ardee must be complemented by all, and endorsed by Ardee Town Council as a positive step in improving the local economy during times of recession.”

A discussion followed as to the possibility of introducing a 1 to 2 hour free parking period in the town.   Joe McGuinness advised members that Pay Parking is an executive function and governed by Bye Laws introduced by Louth County Council and advised members that he would be happy to bring their suggestions to Louth County Council.  

This motion was seconded by Cllr. McKenny.
3.3 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that the work and efforts of the staff of Louth County Council for keeping the surfaces of Main Roads throughout the Mid-Louth Area in a safe condition during the recent freeze-up be publicly acknowledged and that the sentiments expressed by the Council be passed on to the County Manager and Area Engineers by letter.”

All members supported this motion.  Cllr McKenny congratulated Paul Gallagher at the meeting saying that during the snow fall, staff gritted and cleared the Main Street very quickly.  Cllr. McGeough complimented staff working over the Christmas period.
Joe McGuinness read a report outlining all the work carried out to date as a result of the cold snap in relation to both roads and water and urged people to conserve water.

A discussion followed in relation to public responsibility during adverse weather conditions.
Minute 06/10
Notice of Question
4.1 From Cllr. Hatrick

“who is the legal authority required to inform members of the public to remove dirt, oil or any other obstructions caused on the roads, ie. being carried on the road by motor vehicles or other kinds of agricultural machinery?”

Cllr. Hatrick told members that this is a particular problem during the weekend period.  Cllr. McCoy advised members that there is an emergency low call number available where such reports can be made.  Paul Gallagher advised that this comes under the Roads Act and can also be reported to An Gardai.  

Cllr McKenny proposed Ardee Town Council write to the IFA asking that farmers be diligent when travelling on public roads, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly.  
Joe Mc Guinness asked that this question be deferred to the February meeting to enable him gather further information.

Minute 07/10
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Ballina Town Council – This motion was noted and it was agreed that this is a perfect item to be discussed at the JPC.
· Clones Town Council – A discussion took place after which a vote was passed to support this motion with results of 5 to 4 in favour.
MINUTE 08/10
AOB
Joe McGuinness reminded members that tabling AOB is contrary to Standing Orders and advised that a response would not be available for items raised under AOB.

Notice of Audit – Mairead Duffy advised members that the audit of accounts for the financial year ended on the 31st December 2008 will commence on 28th day of January 2010.
Smarter Travel Areas – Cllr. Kavanagh asked if the Smarter Travel Areas application had been successful.  Mairead Duffy advised that Ardee Town Council were not successful in their submission and advised that this would be an item on the February Agenda for further discussion.
Street Sign  – Cllr. Minogue asked if the street sign missing from Sean O’Carroll Street could be replaced.
Footpaths – Cllr. Malone welcomed all works carried out and in particular work on footpaths on the Drogheda Road should be recognised.
Youth Reach Centre – Cllr. Kavanagh put forward a motion as follows and asked that a letter of support be sent to Louth VEC to accompany their application. 

“that Ardee Town Council supports the application by Louth VEC for the setting up of a Youth Reach Facility for the Mid-Louth Area in Ardee”

This motion was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr. McGeough.
Ferdia Park – Cllr McGeough highlighted the poor condition of the road surface entering Ferdia Park.

Expenses – Cllr Farrelly asked for clarification on expense claims for attending conferences.  Cllr Tenanty advised that funds were set aside to enable members attend conferences.  Cllr Farrelly expressed an interest in attending the AMAI Spring Seminar.
Vote of Sympathy – Cllr Tenanty extended a vote of sympathy to Gene Yore on the death of his mother.  All members extended their support.

A vote of sympathy was proposed by Cllr. Malone to the family and friends of Dr. Alan McClay. Cllr. McKenny seconded this vote of sympathy.

Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
